Running Head: FILM ANALYSIS                                                                                            1
FILM ANALYSIS                                                                                                                      2

 





[bookmark: _GoBack]

Thirteen (2003)
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation
Date of Submission








Thirteen (2003)
Qn.1
Peer influence
Peer influence among adolescents is very dangerous as one may want to do something which he or she may not have done due to the pressure of belonging to a certain group. From the film Tracy has been influenced negatively by Evie we can see how Tracy's dressing got the attention of Evie and she decided to invite her shopping. We can see how Tracy stole from the rich woman and Evie was happy which made them became friends quickly. It is evident how peer pressure can damage adolescents as we can see how Evie introduced Tracy to evil acts such as drugs and substance abuse, crime, and also to the world of drugs.
Poor parenting
This is one of the biggest challenges facing single parenthood. Many parents fail to instill values among the adolescents which are very important in their adulthood. Such values include respect, being humble, self-control as well as behaving in a good manner. Poor parenting can also be attributed to where parents abuse drugs hence children end up copying them. Parents are busy with their work and cannot have time for their children this makes adolescents feel left hence engaging in undesirable behavior, From the film we can see how Tracy's mother is a single mum who is recovering from alcoholism has no time for his children as she is busy with his ex-boyfriend who is also ex-addict this made Tracy feel lonely which made her depressed.
Economic constraints
Financial constraints contribute to adolescents engaging in early sexual behavior and abuse of drugs. Where parents cannot fully support their children financially they tend to seek assistance elsewhere. This may lead them to engage in early sexual behavior. For example, in the film, Tracy's mother is a single mum who is struggling to support Tracy and her older brother. It is evident how Tracy stole cash from the rich woman so that she can be like her friends who were shopping.
Lack of school connectedness
Schools should pay attention to their students and act where there is a change of behavior among students. For example in the film, Tracy started her education as a smart girl and a well-mannered student. But after some time things changed and Tracy started changing the school outfits that made her become friends with Evie. We can also see how Tracy's performance was poor that made her repeat seventh grade.
Lack of positive engagement by parents to their children
Parents should create a positive environment where they can easily engage with their children. This will improve child-parent relationships as they can share any challenges without fear or intimidation. For example, Evie admits that her guardian's boyfriend is abusive when Melanie tried to separate Evie and Tracy.
Qn.2
Age
Young people are likely to commit crimes today according to research. Criminologists have referred to young people as super predators. Young people have become very violent and cannot be easily controlled. For example, in the film, Tracy is only 13 years old and she can steal, engage in sexual activity, and abusing drugs.
Early initiation of violence- For example in the film, Ezie at her younger age already had engaged in criminal activities. Also, we can see her giving a fake phone number to Tracy this shows that such behavior started early.
Neighbor factors- This includes family history, community, school, and peer. This contributes largely to adolescents engaging in violence. From the film, it is evident how families have neglected their children and how peer pressure contributes to violence.
Qn.3
I believe that the film portrays how the youth behave today. The majority of the youths today engage in drug abuse, crime, and sexual behaviors. These are contributed by social, economic, and political factors such as poverty, peer pressure, poor parenting, and many more. Many of the youths today are trying very hard to fit in where they do not belong. With the increasing use of social media, a lot of content is shared which may impact their lives negatively or positively. This has made them engage in cybercrime and watching pornographic movies hence affecting their lives. Many young people globally are growing up in an environment where drugs are used by many people in society. This has influenced the young generation to abuse drugs. Therefore, governments should come up with policies that regulate content shared by the media and providing opportunities for jobs among the youth. Also, parents should be very keen on how they treat their children.
Teenage victimization can pose a threat since it increases the likelihood of being victimized as an adult in the future. Adolescents just like adults can also be victims of crime. Some of the factors of teenage victimization include;
Mental health issues and drug abuse; research has shown that there is increased mental health issue as a consequence of victimization. Stress and depression form part of their life. Adolescents between the age of 10-16 when victimized are likely to have anxiety, depression, and stress and they can easily abuse drugs such as marijuana and also abusing other illicit drugs.
Subsequent offending; when a teenager has victimized the likelihood of him or her repeating the same offense is very high. This may make one decide to repeat the same crime due to victimization.
A teenager who has been victimized is likely to perform poorly in class. It affects the relationship between students and the teachers too.
